THE GREAT STATE

yield a high minimum standard of subsistence for
the entire community, the necessary labour will
occupy so small a proportion of the day of the
community's adults of working age, as to produce
for every one such a measure of liberty as can now
be enjoyed in dishonourable ease by but a few, I
have led up to this proposition by showing (i) that
present production is the work of a few, (2) that
the work of even that few is largely wasted, and
(3) that the means of production are now so efficient
as to make it possible to produce easily much more
than we can possibly consume.

In our community of some forty-five millions of
people, there are approaching twenty-eight millions
over eighteen years of age. It is clear, then, that if
training merged into economic work at eighteen, the
number of workers would be so great as to make it
possible to organise, in a very brief working day for
all, the efficient production and distribution of llto
materials necessary for a high minimum standnrcl of
living. If a few millions of men, aided by a million < >r
two of women, boys, and girls, can create and sustain
the material fabric we now know of, in spite of the in-
terruption of unemployment, preventable sickness,
and avoidable accident, what could not bo done by
the entire nation, engaged in economic labour, and
working with the aid of the most efficient appliances
in each department of production? One cannot,, -pre-
tend to make estimates in such a matter, but 1 submit,
with confidence that an ample output in all the <te~
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